Beginning Note Reading – Supplemental Material
1)
Let’s look at a piano.  All the white keys are naturals, or in the key of C Major, meaning no sharps or flats.

2)
Modifiers: 
Sharps ( # ) raise a note by a ½ step




Flats (   ) lower a note by a ½ step

3)
Black keys on the piano are sharps and flats.

4)
Half Steps vs. Whole Steps:  on the piano, the keys that directly touch each other are ½ steps.  In the key of C Major (only white keys), what notes are a half step apart? ___ & ___;  ___ & ___
5)
Let’s look at your violin.  When your fingers touch (ex: C# and D on the A string, or high 2 and 3 on A), you’re playing a half step.  When your fingers don’t touch (ex: B and C# on the A string, or 1 and a high 2 on A), you’re playing a whole step.

6)
Notes are assigned a space on the staff, so people can preserve music, and easily tell others how to play it.

7)
There is sense to it, and understanding how the notes are assigned is a good thing, but in order to effectively read music we need to memorize what each note on the staff is.

8)
For each note, we get to learn 2 things:  the note name (the letter), and the fingering.  The fingering is initially more useful as it tells you where to play.  However, the note name is always the same, but the fingering can change.  So it’s necessary to learn both.

9)
This is where flash cards come in.

The Assignment:  Learn 4 cards a day.  Don’t learn new cards until the previous 4 cards are automatic and ingrained.  Once 8 cards are learned, combine the groups and mix them.  Do not learn more cards until this mixed group of 8 is automatic.

Complete the first 4 lessons in “Master Theory” book 1.  After these lessons are completed, find each of the following notes on both the piano and violin.
